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SHARE
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Alliance f o r Choice a r e
disheartened that t he re h a s
b e e n a conce r t ed disinformation
campaign a b o u t the new RSE
proposals for pos t primary
e d u c a t i o n .

O u r cur ren t RSE i s sub-s tandard ,
w e frequently t a k e calls from
people with little t o n o
knowlegde on how their bodies,
con t racep t ion o r consen t work.

i f w e w a n t t o m a k e s u r e t h a t
p e o p l e w h o h a v e b e e n t h e
vic t ims o f sexual a b u s e c a n
c o m e forward, they need t o
k n o w w h a t t h e di fferences
between healthy and dangerous
relationships a r e a n d where t o
a c c e s s t h e b e s t h e l p a n d
support .

CONSIDErabort;

49% of young people
felt that the way RSE

was taught was
influenced by
religion or the
ethos of their

school*

We have m a d e this guide t o help
y o u r e s p o n d t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t
consultation fully a n
appropriately. We really
e n c o u r a g e y o u t o f e e d b a c k a n y
firsthand experiences a t t h e e n d
o f t h e consultation.

W h e n t h e abortion serv ices
consul ta t ion w a s re leased w e
were told no public engagement

w a s necessary y e t organised
religion responses defied this
and submitted responses which
w e r e t h e n misrepresented a s a
majority lack o f support, despite
a l l previous evidence. W e d o n ' t
w a n t this t o happen for RSE.

* https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/documents/youth-forum/any-use-report



YOUNG PEOPLE'S
PERSPECTIVES:

"We're being taught this stuff too late
and, at this point, I feel like... the
information that we have, either we
learnt it from our parents or we learnt
it on t h e in te rne t b e c a u s e t h e school

really doesn't do much to help us with
these types of topics."*

m/any-use-report



The recent "Any Use** study in
Northern Ireland found t h a t 77%
of young people thought a
taught course a s p a r t of a n
existing subject or a special RSE
curriculum p r o g r a m m e w a s t h e
best way to deliver RSE.

Many schools are o u t of step with
the real world around us, without
safe, evidence-based guidance,
we a r e unable t o protect young
people from image-based
abuse, grooming and harm.

62% resort t o friends
a n d 55% u s e social

media for information o nsex and relationships.The internet w a s t h e
main source of

information
for boys. *

MESSageS F E E D

JO
MESSAGES

ELLIOT

RILEY

The abortion legislation was
brought in after an extensive 2
year inquiry in Northern Ireland by
the United Nations. The Secretary
of State for Nl and Department of
Education are duty-bound to
provide RSE based on the human
rights recommendations made
into law. They state,

"Make age-appropriate,
comprehensive and scientifically
a c c u r a t e education o n s e x u a l a n d
reproductive health a n d rights a

compulsory curriculum
component for adolescents,
covering early pregnancy
prevention a n d access t o
abor t ion , a n d moni to r i t s

implementation". **

Allowing random strangers on
Google or TikTok to be our kids*
main educators on relationshios
and sex, risks exposing them to
misinformation, myths, and
m a n y misconceo t ions .

* https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/documents/youth-forum/any-use-report
** https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/602/contents/made



ABORTION

8 9 % of Ni adu l t s
b e l i e v e a w o m a n
should never g o
t o prison f o r a n

abortion*

Teen pregnancies are
associated with poor social and
e c o n o m i c cond i t ions a n d
prospects for women,
potentially compromising their
educational and economic
opportunities. **

Young people have specifically
outlined that they want RSE
c o n t e n t b r o a d e n e d t o i n c l u d e
LGBT rights, personal
relationships, sexual rights
gender equality, abortion,
violence prevent ion, c o n s e n t ,
and more STI information.

Many o f t h e s c a r e tact ics a r o u n d
the new legal duty for science
and evidence-based RSE are
b a s e d o n t h e a b o r t i o n
information implications.

As abortion access advocates,
Alliance for Choice feel we need
to reassert that pro-choice is the
majority view in NI. 72% believe it
is a woman's right to choose.*

Young people are not the only
p e o o l e t h a t n e e d a b o r t i o n s , b u t
t h e first time they encounter
abortion it should be in a
framework where it is included in
the wider soectrum of
reproductive heal th choices.

* https://www.ark.acuk/nilt/2018/Abortion/NOPRISON.html
** https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/adolescent-pregnanc

IN

I s S - c o u n t r i e s



TEACHER:
"When I first s t a r t e d looking a t it , t h e
p r o g r a m m e w e h a d w a s very m u c h i n
terms of "The students will b e making
r a s h decisions, a n d actually, t h e y won ' t
b e thinking about the consequences". {.}
i t v e r y quickly b e c a m e obvious t h a t t h e y
d o k n o w q u i t e a l o t - s o m e t i m e s i t ' s n o t
wholly a c c u r a t e - b u t t h e y d o k n o w a lo t ,
a n d they actually, when they m a k e
dec i s ions , t h e y ' r e b a s e d o n t h e
informat ion t hey h a v e available a t t h e
t i m e . So, t h e m o r e information w e c a n
g i v e them, t h e b e t t e r p l aced t hey a r e t o
make decisions tha t will keep them safe."

* https://safelives.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/RSE_Report_2022_0.pdf



POWER
Responses! TO

CHOOSE
Q1. The content of teaching and learning resources for Learning for Life

a n d Work deve loped by CCEA should b e factual a n d conta in a g e
appropr ia te , comprehens ive a n d scientifically a c c u r a t e educa t ion o n

sexual and reproductive health and rights, covering prevention of
early p regnancy a n d a c c e s s to abor t ion a n d t he se resources should
not advocate, or oppose, a particular view on the moral and ethical

considerations of abort ion or contraception.

A1. AGREE

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS.
Resources for Learning for Life and Work developed by CCEA

MUST be factual rather than only 'should be factual, this
should not be consulted on, it is a legal obligation.

• Prevention of pregnancy and abortion choices should be
explicit and all statutory services should be signposted.

• Abortion does not belong in the controversial issues section
but in the RSE section in order to fulfil tha t they should "not
advocate, or oppose, a particular view on the moral and
ethical considerat ions of abor t ion or contraceotion".

• Global bes t p r ac t i c e shovid b e evidenced in all materials ,
from o rgan i sa t ions such a s t he UN WHO guidance, CEDAW
G u i d a n c e a n d UNCRC.

• When taught in other subjects, evidence-based RSE should
no t b e con t r ad i c t ed (eg; R E

• Concerned that Churches a r e listed a s s takeholders (give
e v i d e n c e o f Inst . a b u s e b u t a l s o w h y c h u r c h e s c a n ' t b e
neutral on sex ed, LGBT, Abortion etc)



POWER
Responses!

CHOOSE

• Marriage, civil partnerships, all families need to be covered
rather than focusing on marr iage only.

• Children's rights are notably absent - more on childrens'
reproductive, sexual and LGBT rights etc.

• In short, attention to the full range of sexual health topics,
ac ros s grades, e m b e d d e d in support ive school
environments a n d ac ross subiect a reas , has the potent ia l to
improve sexual, social, and emotional health, and academic
outcomes for young people." *

• Providing children and young people with adequate
knowledge about their rights, and what is and is not
acceptable behaviour, sexuality education makes them less
v u l n e r a b l e t o a b u s e . **

• An outstanding issue of CEDAW is combating gender
s t e r e o t y p e s - t h e s e n e e d addressed .

• There is sound evidence tha t unequal gender norms begin
early in life, with harmful impacts on both males and
females. It is estimated that 18%, or almost 1 in 5 girls
worldwide, have experienced child sexual abuse. **

• Research shows, however, that education in small and large
groups can contribute to challenging and changing unequal
gender norms. Based on this, the UN's international guidance
on sexuality education recommends teaching young people
about gender relations, gender equality and inequality, and
gender-based violence.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1054139X20304560
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/comprehens



POWER
Responses. TO

CHOOSE

Q2. P a r e n t s / c a r e r s should b e informed abou t the specific n a t u r e a n d
conten t of the a g e - a p p r o p r i a t e , comprehens ive a n d scientifically
accurate education on sexual and reproductive health and rights,

covering prevent ion of early p regnancy a n d a c c e s s t o abortion.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS. A2. AGREE
• Misinformation campaigns to be addressed.

• RSE info should be relayed to parents and guardians but not
a n y differently t o o t h e r subjects. We acknowledge p a r e n t -
specific additional resources m a y also b e appropr ia te .

• Framing of consultation is focused on opting out - not how
c a n we deliver t o a s m a n y chi ldren in b e s t way possible
according to their rights and needs.

• Abusive famil ies /oarents a r e more likely t o remove kids
m o s t a t risk from sexual/relat ionshio violence in t h e home.
2 / 3 of children experience sexual or violent a b u s e from a
family member. *

• Abstinence c a n n o t continue t o b e a r e c o m m e n d e d p a r t of
t h e t o o i c s c o v e r e d a s i t h a s n o s c i e n t i fi c basis . It is
considered to b e a harmful teaching prac t ice - it doesn't
m e e t t h e min imum CEDAW a n d legal r e q u i r e m e n t s - it is
highly stigmatising, and is used to exclude LGBT pupils. **

• What MUST be included already from previous
requ i rements? LGBT+ inclusions h a d b e e n for 15 v r s - in
order to meet CEDAW minimum requirements it should not
include Marriage and Abstinence' but all types of healthy
relationships a n d safe sexual a n d non-sexual practices.

*https://learning.nspcc.orguk/research-resources/statistics-briefings/child-sexual-abuse* B e h . H . & D i a m o n d . M . ( 2 0 0 6 ) . T h e f a i l u r e o f a b s t i n e n c e - o n l y e d u c a t i o n : m i n o r s h a v e r i g h t t o h o n e s t
t a l k a b o u t sex , Columbia Journal o f Gender a n d Law, 15(1, 12-62. https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?
handle-heinjournals/colig|15&d=14&collection=journals&index=



POWER
Responses: TO

CHOOSE
Q3. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child3

includes a t Articles 1-3 a n d 12 the rights of t h e child to 'express their views, feelings
a n d wishes in all matters affecting them, a n d t o have their views considered and

t a k e n seriously a n d a t Article 5 t h e rights a n d responsibilities o f p a r e n t s a n d ca re r s
t o provide guidance and direction t o their child a s they grow u p so that they fully

enjoy their rights. This must b e done in a way that recognises the child's increasing
capacity to make their own choices.' The Department's guidance, when developed,

should consider i n s u c h instances h o w schools ba lance t h e rights o f b o t h children
and parents/carers in implementing the Regulations.

A 3 . DISAGREE
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS.

• Question is b a s e d on t h e oremise t h a t RSE is corruotino,
whilst RSE is actually education for asserting a child's rights
and safety.

• You cannot oot out of sex education & still teach or learn
quality relationship education, given that some
r e l a t i o n s h i o s a r e a l s o s e x u a l . RSE is a t i t s b e s t w h e n
e v e r y o n e a v a i l s o f a l l o f it.

• When power dynamics be tween pa ren t a n d child a n d risk of
violence, a b u s e or denial of rights c o m e into play, it's clear
the child's rights are paramount.

• Do p a r e n t s even have a right t o know? LGBT+ children have
a right to be safe, this is unequivocal. Telling parents a child's
sexual orientation or gender identity could make them
unsafe.

• Children's rights a r e being qualified - but shouldn't be. Basic
misunders tanding of children's rights & Article 5.

• Religious Educat ion is only o t h e r subject c a n o p t out of but
we have a right to b e free FROM religion but not free from
s e x e d u c a t i o n .



POWER
Responses!

CHOOSE
0 4 . Pupils and parents/ carers should have access t o an overview of

t h e i r s c h o o l ' s R S E po l i cy a n d p l a n n e d RSE p r o g r a m m e .

A4. Neither a g r e e n o r d i sagree

• Be ing o p e n a n d t r ansparen t p ro tec t s aga ins t
misinformation. The minimum requirements for a l l subjects
o n t h e curriculum a r e freely available via CCEA

B U T
• I t i s n o different t h a n a n y o ther t o p i c - s o i t shou ld n o t b e

exceptionalised.

• Being open means t h a t w e can support young people with
t h e c o n t e n t

• Evidence suggests t h a t schools a r e bes t able t o provide
re l i ab le a n d un ive r sa l a c c e s s t o s e x e d u c a t i o n .

• Widespread evidence h a s demons t ra ted t h a t schools b a s e d
sexua l education interventions involving pa ren t s improve
communication a b o u t relationships a n d sexuality b e t w e e n
p a r e n t s a n d a d o l e s c e n t s a n d i n c r e a s e s a f e r s e x
b e h a v i o u r s .

• The recent Committee o n t h e Rights of t h e Child Concluding
observations f o r t h e United Kingdom o f Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, "Urges the State party t o ensure the
meaningful participation o f children i n t h e design a n d
implementat ion o f policies a n d programmes a i m e d a t
achieving all 17 Sustainable Development Goals a s f a r a s
t h e y c o n c e r n c h i l d r e n .

* Templeton M, Lohan M, Kelly C, Lundy L. A systematic review and qualitative synthesis of
adolescents' views of sexual readiness. J Adv Nurs 2017; 73: 1288-301.



POWER
Responses.

CHOOSE

ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

THIS I S YOUR CHANCE!

Here w e urge you t o describe any failings in RSE t h a t you have
e x p e r i e n c e d . W e a l s o h a v e s o m e m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n f o r y o u o n
t h e l a s t pages with l inked resources.

Below we have also some additional points t o consider, b u t it
w o u l d b e g r e a t i f this bit could b e a s individual and personalised
a s possible.

The good mental health o f LGBTO+ young people depends o n
t h e i r ability t o a c c e s s evidence-based information a n d p e e r
suppor t , all o f which m u s t b e p a r t o f RSE provision.

The v a s t majority of children who experience sexual a b u s e w e r e
abused by someone they knew, (NSPCC 2021). Children need t o
b e able t o identify grooming and abuse i n order t o seek safety
f r o m a t rus ted adult , RSE i s t h e b e s t w a y t o ensu re this i s
information is provided i n a safe a n d age appropriate way a s a
k e y f o r m o f prevention o f sexual a b u s e a n d exploitation o f
chi ldren.

T h e legislation requi res t h a t t h e implementation o f RSE i s
m o n i t o r e d . T h e D e p a r t m e n t m u s t s e t o u t a c l e a r p l a n o f h o w
t h i s monitoring will happen.



MORE INFO.
ANY USE REPORT:
Young p e o p l e r a i s e d
t i m e a n d t i m e a g a i n i s
t h e need f o r good
q u a l i t y Relationship
a n d Sexua l i ty
Educat ion (RSE).

They s p o k e
c o n s t a n t l y a b o u t t h e i r
c u r r e n t RSE n o t
m e e t i n g their n e e d s
a n d wanting RSE
p r o v i s i o n t o i m p r o v e
i n s c h o o l s .* *

r u m
w

•   M A

( E )

( W

Young people's voices
a n d v i e w s a r e m i s s i n g .
R S E i s m o s t o f t e n
des igned a n d
i m p l e m e n t e d f r o m a n
e d u c a t o r ( a d u l t )
p e r s p e c t i v e a n d f a i l s
t o explore what young
p e o p l e t h e m s e l v e s
u n d e r s t a n d a b o u t
t h e i r r igh t s a n d
readiness f o r RSE. *

* https://safelives.org.uk/sites/default/files/resources/RSE_Report_2022_0.odf
** https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/documents/youth-forum/any-use-report



JUNE 2023 COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS O F THE
CHILD CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS FOR THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND*

Adolescent health:
The Commi t t ee r e c o m m e n d s t h a t t h e S t a t e
party:
(a) Ensure access for adolescent girls to age-
appropriate family planning services, affordable
contraceptives and safe abortion and post-
abortion care services, particularly in Northern
Ireland and the overseas territories, with a view
to ensuring that no adolescent girl has to travel
to other jurisdictions of the State party to
access reproductive health care;

(b) Integrate comprehensive, age-appropriate
a n d e v i d e n c e - b a s e d educa t ion o n sexual a n d
reproductive health into mandatory school
curricula a t all levels of educa t ion a n d into
teacher training and ensure that it includes
education on sexual diversity, sexual and
reproductive health rights, responsible sexual
behaviour and violence prevention, without the
possibility for faith-based schools or parents to
opt out of such education;

* https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloadaspx?
symbolno=CRC%2FC%2F GBR%2FC0%2F6-7&Lang=en



OTHER RESOURCES
Women's Policy Group Ni guide

https://wrda.net/wo-
content/uploads/2023/10/REConsultationQuestionsGuidetoRespondi
ng.pdf

Common Youth - Free, confidential sexual health a n d wellbeing
s e r v i c e s f o r u n d e r 2 5 ' s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d
httos://commonyouth.com/

N S P C C C h i l d A b u s e S t a t i s t i c s
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/statistics-
briefings/child-sexual-abuse
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